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UNIT 1: LIFE STORIES - SPEAKING

1. Task 1 Unit 1 I&p 12

Choose the correct sentences (a-d) to complete the conversation between two friends.
(Chon céu dung trong cac cau tir a-d dé hoan thanh hoi thoai gitta hai nguoi ban. )

a. Who is he? (Ong Ia ai?)

b. Well, in a way, but twenty years later his reputation was restored. (U’ theo mot khia canh
nao do, nhwng hai mwoi nam sau danh tiéng ctua éng da dwoc phuc hoi.)

c. Do you know any stories about him? An interesting story will hold the attention of your
audience and the judges. (Ban co biét cdu chuyén néo vé éng khéng? Mot cau chuyén thu
vi sé thu hat sy chu y cda khan gia va giam khao.)

d. | want to see my expression while I'm speaking. (Minh muén nhin thdy céch minh biéu dat
khi néi.)

John: Hi, Van. What are you doing? Why are you talking to the mirror?

Van: Well ... I'm practising for the storytelling contest next week. (1)

John: | see. The topic is the life of a historical figure, isn't it?

Van: That's right. I've decided to talk about Nguyen Trai.

John: Nguyen Trai? (2)

Van: He was a talented scholar and a skilled strategist. He was born in 1380. He helped King
Le Loi to free our country from the invaders in the 15th century. | admire him for his dedication
to our nation.

John: Wow! He is a real national hero. (3)

Van: Yes. I'll tell the mystery of the Lychee Garden. It's about an incident which led to the
deaths of Nguyen Trai's extended families.

John: Gosh ... So his life ended in tragedy?

Van: (4) . And he was nominated a World Cultural Celebrity by UNESCO in 1980.
Why don't you come to the contest and listen to my story?

John: OK. | will. | really want to know more about this famous man.

Tam dich

John: Chao Van. Cau dang lam gi day? Tai sao cau lai néi chuyén véi guwong?

Van: U ... Minh dang thwc hanh chuén bi cho cudc thi k& chuyén vao tuan téi. (1)
John: Minh hiéu réi. Cha dé la cau chuyén d&i cla mét nhan vat lich st phai khéng?
Véan: Bung réi. Minh quyét dinh néi vé Nguyén Trai.

John: Nguyén Trai u? (2)

Van: Ong 1a mot hoc gla c6 tai nang va la mét nha chién lvoc 150 luyén. Ong sinh n&m 1380.
Ong giup vua Lé Lo giai phong nwéc ta khoi quan xam lvoc vao thé ki th&r 15. Minh nguwéng
mo dng Ay vi sy tan tuy clia 6ng gianh cho dat nwéc.

John: O! Ong qua 1a mét anh hung cla dan toc thue thu. (3)
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Van: Bung roi. Minh sé ké& vé bi mat Lé Chi Vién. Bi mat nay la vé mét vu viéc dan dén cai
chét ctia tam téc nha Nguyen Trai.

John: Troi oi ... Cudc doi cua 6ng lai két thuc trong bi kich w?

Van: (4) . Va 6ng da dwgc UNESCO cong nhan la Danh nhan Van héa Thé gioi
vao nam 1980. Sao cau khéng dén dy cudc thi va nghe cau chuyén ctia minh nhi?

John: C6 ch. Minh sé& di. Minh r4t muén biét nhiéu hon vé ngudi dan dng néi tiéng nay.
Guide to answer

(1) d

2) a

(3)c

(4) b

2. Task 2 Unit 1 1&p 12
Practice the conversation with a partner. (Thuc hanh doan hji thoai voi mét nguwoi ban.)

3. Task 3 Unit 1 1&p 12

Work with a partner. Use the information below or your own idea to talk about of the
historical figures below; (Lam yiéc v&i mét ngurdi ban. Str dung cac théng tin bén dwéi hodc
y twdng cta chinh ban dé ndéi vé mét trong nhirng nhan vét lich st sau.)
King Le Loi/ Le Thai To (1385-1433) (Vua Lé Loi/ Lé Thai T6) — sinh ndm 1385 — méat nam
1433
- Facts (Thuc té):
e determined leader of Lam Son uprising against the Ming invaders (1418-1427),
suffered hardship and difficulties (nha Ianh dao qua quyét cia phong trao khéi nghia
Lam Son chong lai quan xam lwgc nha Minh (1418-1427), chiu nhirng kho khan gian
khé.)
« freed the country and became King in 1428 (giai phdng dat nuwéc va 1én ngdi Vua vao
nam 1428

- Reason for being respected (Ly do duwgc kinh trong):

e his perseverance during the ten years' war (sy kién tri cla 6éng trong suét 10 n&m
chién tranh)

- Interesting legend (Truyén thuyét tha vi):

* the history of Sword Lake in Ha Noi: the return of the magical sword to a golden turtle
after the war against the invaders (Lich st HO Hoan Kiém & Ha Noi: Viéc tra lai thanh
gwom than cho rtia vang sau chién tranh chong quan xam lwgc)

Le Quy Don (1726 - 1784) (L& Quy D6n) — sinh nd3m 1726 — mat nam 1784
- Fact (Thuc té):

 adistinguished philosopher, poet, and encyclopaedist (1 nha triét hoc, nha tho va nha
bién soan bach khoa toan thw kiét xuat)
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e responsible for a large number of encyclopaedic, historical and philosophical
works (chiu trach nghiém sang tac nhieu tac pham ve bach khoa toan thw, lich st» va
triet hoc)

- Reason for being respected (Ly do dwgc kinh trong):
e his sharp wit and wide knowledge (tri théng minh séc bén va hiéu biét sau rong)
- Interesting story (Cau chuyén tha vi):

e Still a child, he created a poem, using words with double meanings to describe the
characteristics of different types of snakes. The poem can also be interpreted as a
lazy student's self-accusation and promise to study harder. (Khi con la 1 dira tré, 6ng
da sang tac 1 bai tho, s dung cac tr c6 hai tng nghia dé miéu ta cac déc tinh cla
nhirng loai rén khac nhau. Bai tho con dwoc hiéu nhw 1a 1 tha t0i va hira hen hoc
hanh cham chi hon ctia mét hoc sinh lwdi biéng.

Guide to answer

Jack: Hello Mai. What are you doing?
Mai: Oh, I’'m preparing for my presentation at school.
Jack: Really? What will you talk about?

Mai: Well, I'll Le Quy Don who | admire the most. He is an outstanding philosopher and poet
in the eighteenth century

Jack: Oh. | have no idea of him. Can you tell me more about him?
Mai: Sure. He served lots of important roles under Le Hien Tong reign.

From 1760 to 1762, he was appointed as Special Envoy to China, a favourable occasion for
deeply studying Chinese literature and history.

Jack: He seemed to take important roles, right?

Mai: Yes. He was a prominent scholar, well known for distinguished encyclopaedic, historical
and philosophical works. He was widely respected for his sharp wit and wide knowledge.

Jack: Wow, he's such an admiring man!
Mai: There was an interesting story about him. Do you want to listen to?
Jack: Yes, of course.

Mai: When he was a child, he created a poem, using words with double meanings to describe
the characteristics of different types of snakes. The poem can also be interpreted as a lazy
student's self-accusation and promise to study harder.

Jack: He's so creative!

Tam dich

Jack: Chao Mai. Ban dang lam gi vay?

Mai: A, t& dang chuan bi cho bai thuyét trinh & trwong.

Jack: That sao? Ban sé néi vé gi?

Mai: I, t& n6i vé Lé Quy Don nguoi té ngwdng mo nhat. Ong la mét nha triét hoc tiéu biéu
& thé ki 18.

Jack: O. Minh khéng biét gi vé 6ng 4y ca. Ban c6 thé ké nhiéu hon vé éng 4y duoc khéng?
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Mai: Chac chan roi. Ong gitr nhiéu chirc vu quan trong dudi triéu vua Lé Hién Tong. Tl nam
1760 dén nam 1762, 6ng dwoc bd nhié‘m lam Pai st Bac biét sang Trung Quoc, day la mét
co hdi thuan lgi giup 6ng hoc héi sau vé van hoc va lich str Trung Hoa.

Jack: C6 vé la 6ng gil nhiéu chirc vu phai khéng?

Mai: Bing roi. Ong la mét hoc gia tiéu biéu, ndi tiéng vai cac tac pham vé triét hoc, lich st
va bach khoa toan thw. Ong dugc nhiéu nguoi kinh trong do co tri thng minh sac bén va
hiéu biét sau rong.

Jack: O, 6ng qua la mdt ngwdi dan 6ng dang kham phuc!
Mai: C6 moét cau chuyén tha vi vé 6ng. Ban cé6 mudn nghe khéng?
Jack: Tat nhién 1a minh mudn nghe roi.

Mai: Khi con nhd, 6ng da sang tac ra mét bai tho sir dung cac tr ¢é hai tang nghia dé ta cac
dac trwng cua cac loai ran. Bai tho con dwgc hiéu nhw 1a &1 tha tdi va hira hen hoc hanh
cham chi hon ctia mét hoc sinh Iwdi biéng.

Jack: Ong that sang tao!

4. Practice Task 1
Prepare a presentation about Chu Van An
Chu Van An (1292- 1370)
An outstanding teacher and intellectual in Viet Nam
- Facts
e passed his doctoral examination
e in charge of Quoc Tu Giam, the first university of Viet Nam
¢ responsible for teaching the crown prince who later became King Tran Hien Tong

e resigned and returned to his home village when the king (Tran Du Tong) refused his
request of beheading eight mandarins who were accused of corruption

- Interesting story/fact

e When visiting him, high-ranking mandarins who used to be his students still observed
high etiquette and showed respect for him.

- Reasons for being respected
¢ his high moral standards and excellence in teaching
¢ adistinguished man who did not seek fame or wealth

5. Practice Task 2

a. Have you decided whom you talk about?
A. | see. | will talk to him.

B. Let's talk about your study.

C. I need to talk to you now.

D. Not yet. | am still considering.
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b. Yeah, he is a distinguished...

A. poet B. poem C. poetry D. poets

c. In the history, there were a lot of wars...invaders
A.to  B. against C.of D. at

6. Conclusion
Két thuc bai hoc Unit 1 Tiéng Anh Lép 12 méi — Speaking, cac em hoc sinh can:

e Ghinh& cac théng tin vé& cac nhan vat lich st
e Luyén tap thuyét trinh vé nhan vat lich str cac em ngwéng mo
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